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INTRODUCTION 

As of July 1st, 2010, Victorian property owners who have horses residing on their land must 
obtain a Property Identification Code (PIC).  The PIC is applied for by the land owner and 
allocated by the Department Environment and Primary Industries. 

 

WHAT IS A PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION CODE (PIC)? 

PICs identify parcels of land and link those with owners and livestock present on that land.  
Agriculture Victoria maintains a database of PICs and contact details of PIC applicants. 

 

WHAT ARE HORSE PICS USED FOR? 

The information is used to plan for and respond to emergency animal disease (EAD) events 
and assists with responses to emergencies such as bushfires. 

 

WHY DO HORSE OWNERS HAVE TO APPLY FOR A PIC? 

Following the successful eradication of equine influenza in 2007, the horse industry and 
government realised the benefit of having a comprehensive knowledge of where horses were 
kept and contact details for their owners.  It has been agreed between industry and 
government nationally that horses should be required to reside on properties that have PICs.  
This has received strong industry support.  Subsequently the legislation in Victoria was 
changed to require horse property owners to have a PIC, effective from 1 July 2010. 

Property identification is required in order to trace animals for disease control purposes.  In 
the event of an emergency horse disease being detected, it is critical to identify properties in 
the surrounding area with horses. 

This enables the disease to be isolated and managed rapidly, as well as providing a means of 
contacting horse owners to keep them well informed about the situation. 

 

POLICY 

It is an entry requirement for all riders (full members and day members), when entering any 

endurance event (introduction, training, endurance) to have a PIC for the property where their 

horses are kept. 

 

 

PIC POLICY 



 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

It is the responsibility of all members of VERA Inc. who compete with horses to be able to 

provide a PIC on VERA Inc. horse registration and event entry forms. 

It is the responsibility of the owner of a property on which horses reside to meet their legal 

requirement in obtaining a PIC. 

VERA Inc. has included a PIC Information Sheet and a PIC Application Form on the VERA Inc 

website for member convenience. 

 

The following information is taken from the Agriculture Victoria Website. 

WHO SHOULD HAVE A PIC? 

Livestock PICs 

You must have a PIC for the properties on which you graze or keep the following livestock: 

• cattle 
• sheep 
• goats 
• pigs 
• alpaca 
• llamas 
• deer 
• horses 
• camels 
• more than 50 poultry (domesticated fowl, chickens, ducks, geese, turkey, guinea fowl, 

pigeons, quail or pheasants) 
• more than 10 emus or ostriches. 

All livestock businesses must have a PIC: 

• saleyards 
• cattle scales 
• abattoirs 
• knackeries 
• stock agents 

Plant PICs 

Some plant crops are prescribed under Plant Biosecurity Regulations. Producers who grow a 
specified amount or more of these prescribed crops are legally required to have a plant PIC. 

Prescribed plant crops and the specified amounts are determined through consultation with 
industry. 

If you grow the following prescribed crops within Victoria, you must have a plant PIC. 



 
• 0.5 hectares or more of grapevines 
• 20 or more chestnut trees 

AGISTMENT AND LEASE PROPERTIES 

PICs are allocated to a parcel of land that may consist of more than one block within the one 
locality, operating as part of one livestock enterprise. As long as the land on which the 
livestock are agisted and leased is in the same locality (in the same shire or in a 
neighbouring shire), then both blocks of land can be covered by the 'home' PIC. 

For example, Tom Jones leases two blocks of land separated by 10km. Both blocks are 
grazed by Tom's livestock and exist within the one shire. A single 'home' PIC covers both 
blocks of land as Tom listed the two blocks on the PIC application. 

REQUIREMENTS TO INCLUDE THE PIC IN ONLINE AND PRINT ADVERTISEMENTS 

FOR LIVESTOCK 

When livestock are offered for sale, given away or bartered via online or print media, the 
PIC of the property at which the livestock are kept must be included in the advertisement. 
This includes all Victorians who own or keep livestock that are required to have a PIC. 

Under the Livestock Disease Control Regulations 2017, it is an offence for: 

• the vendor to fail to include the PIC in an advertisement 
• the media organisation to publish an advertisement if it does not contain the PIC 

A PIC is not required if the sale is through a livestock agent and the agent’s name and 
contact details have been included in the advertisement. 

There are traceability systems in place to ensure that the movements of sold livestock are 
recorded and their origins can be determined. This is important in the event of a disease 
outbreak or chemical or other contamination issue. 

There are lower levels of compliance with traceability requirements in some situations, 
including private sales between individual properties. Sales are increasingly occurring which 
do not involve traditional avenues, such as online sales through new trading platforms and 
social media. 

The requirement to include PICs in advertisements assists Agriculture Victoria in tracing the 
origins of livestock, and raises awareness of the requirement to have a PIC and the 
importance of traceability. 

HOW MUCH DOES A PIC COST? 

There is no cost to apply for or receive a PIC. 



 

APPLYING FOR A PIC 

Use our Online PIC service to apply for a PIC. You can also use the service to update your 
existing PIC details. 

Alternatively, complete and send an application form: 

Application for a livestock PIC 

• Application for a Livestock Property Identification Code (PDF - 116.7 KB)  
• Application for a Livestock Property Identification Code (WORD - 163.6 KB)  

Application for a plant PIC 

• Application for a Plant Property Identification Code (PDF - 58.6 KB)  
• Application for a Plant Property Identification Code (WORD - 93.9 KB)  

Application/update of a poultry PIC 

• Application/update a Poultry Property Identification Code (PDF - 58.5 KB)  
• Application/update a Poultry Property Identification Code (WORD - 65.1 KB)  

Contact the PIC Helpline on 1800 678 779. 

CANCELLING A PIC 

To cancel a PIC, please send your request via email to PIC.victoria@agriculture.vic.gov.au 

 

https://pic.agriculture.vic.gov.au/
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/560735/Application-for-a-livestock-property-identification-PIC.pdf
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/word_doc/0006/560733/Application-for-a-livestock-property-identification-PIC.docx
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/820668/Application-plant-property-identification-code.pdf
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/word_doc/0005/560732/Application-plant-property-identification-code.docx
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/910546/APPLICATION-UPDATE-FOR-A-POULTRY-PROPERTY-IDENTIFICATION-CODE-PIC.pdf
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/word_doc/0009/560736/APPLICATION-UPDATE-FOR-A-POULTRY-PROPERTY-IDENTIFICATION-CODE-PIC.docx
tel:1800678779
mailto:PIC.victoria@agriculture.vic.gov.au

